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EEiCRANDU. FOR: The Cheirman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
SUBJECT 3 Suitable Topics for Comparative Evaluations

REFERINCE ¢ Memorandum from Special Assistant to the President, | 7 5 A ritd
dated 19 June 1953, subject, "Comparative Evalua= '~ / e
tions Oroup® : '

1. Oeneral Cutler has sugrested that I forward to you a list of
those topiecs which we consider suitable for comparative evaluations
of U, S. and Soviet weapons systems. In selecting these subjects
three criteria seem relevant: (a) the weapons systens selected should
be of mjor impartance; (b) sufficient imtelligence on the Soviet
weanons system should be available to provide a basis for comparison
and (c) the topice considered should be broad enough in scope to permit
neaningful. comparisons, yet within manageable proportions,

2. Tith these criteria in mind, we propose the following topics
for considerations

a. Stra Hombey Attack ities. To be most
meaningful , s topic & not con to the Soviet .
Tong Range Air Force and SAC, but should include all types of
bomber attack capabilities against the U. S. and U.S5.3.R.,
including U, S. carrier task forces and theater air forces,
where applicable. Airebreathing missiles should probably
also be included., This comparison should cover not only the
delivery vehicles themselves but assoclated equipment, support
faciiities, buse struct.re and dispersion, state of iraining,
infiizht refuelling, and sizilar factors.

i Ballistic issile Sys o It would be
sinplest to confine this cocparison to the relative state of
development of U, S. and Soviet ICH:s, This comparison might
be more meaningful, however, if IRB s were included, in view
of the fact that from overseas beses the U. S. can use Iii‘s
againat targets deep in the U.f.o.ile
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grade thsiomm. uteru}.a. m ot dﬂfcrm typea of awlear
weapons. Delivery systeiz would not be included as they would

be covered elsewhsre. 't would also be diffieult to compare

the specific numbers of wesj ons of sach broad type in the

Soviet and U, S. nuelear stockpiles because there is little
quantitive svidence on the Soviet side and no precise intelligence
estvimate has been feasible.

d. iir Defense ﬁm. This subject would be
quite broad, but to be wl should incluode analysis of
such facels as weavons capabilities, warning systeus, order

of batlile and deployment, amd state of training and cpamt.‘..oml
Teadiness,

this topic too should be treated %ﬁ;; it should cover not
only the comparative state of the art but alsoc tactics and
trainine and state of operatiomal readiness.

f. Submarine ¥eapons f:"l!%.a This subject would be
difficult to treat on a comparative basis (except insofar

ag the relative state of the ari is concerned) because of the
broadly different primary missions for which the U.S. and
Hoviet submarine forces are designed. A comparison of numbers
of submarines, for exampls, would not be very mesningful.

g+ Uround Force Yearons Systems. Hare too comparisons
on other than a state of the art basis would be of liuited
value, because of the wastly different force structures and
strategie missions involved.

h. Biologieal and Chewical Werfare (apabilities. Since
the Uss..il. 18 believed to have & program of some msgnitude
é,u zhi;lﬁeld, a study c:f relative capablilities would be

esirable,

i, Yeapons Research % Developmeat. Although this
toplec is less precise than e above, it is believed that
a broad comparison of weapons research and developament
facilities and techniques, inciuding awong other things
comparative lead timez, different methods of developing designs,
and comparative effort devoled to this field, might be of
considerable value. It might be pessible to use specific past
weapons developments as case study exawples.
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3., Of the above sugpestions. I selieve that topic a., strategic
boaber weapons systeus, would be the mest desirable to undertake as

an initial exercise. Not Ly are namy of the weapons systems .nvolved
already in existence, giving a vaiid basisz for comparison, but the
intelligence com.unity has just completed 2 new mational estluate on
Soviet Long zange Aviation. Oince the EiC was recently briefed on
comparative US~USOR progress in the ICB. field, this subject could

be reserved far later re-exa: .nstion, perhaps a8 the second evaluation.
In this connection, a new Hl.. on overall Soviet missile capabilities
should be available about 1 August 1958,

AR

ALLEN W, DULLES
Director

ODLI:RFK:jts (30 Jun 58)
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MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. DU-LES

\111 reply to our attached lettzr to General
Twining regarding quarterly briefings, General
Wentworth called General Cabell and asked that
we do the first one on Wednesday, 2 July, at
10:30 AM.

I will remind you of this briefing sufficiently in
advance to allow time to predare for it. As you
will recall, General Cabell recommended that
he and Frank Wisner accompany you.

R e ’
OR A Qi: tr, % 2 May

" (DATE)
cc: Gen. Cabell '
FORM NO., IOI REPLACES FORM 10-101t
WHI{CH MAY gg USED. (47

1 AuG 54

; Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/19 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300220006-3



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/19 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300220006-3

TRANSMITTAL SLIP ™ 30/% &
A ; 8

REMARK?’. \_Z/Vv JW /7’ M —

Z GAAS
}{}ZM ;/zﬁ/ ,,,,(\) oy </

' / !/

/ﬁ,«/@ 2o Clousr /@g
FROM:
ROOM NO. BUIL! STAT
a5 241 e, ' /

___ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/19 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300220006-3



Declassified |n Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/19 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300220006-3

O]ﬁceMemomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : %‘/ M% DATE: 7/$
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2 July 1958

MEMORANDUM ’OR: Director of Cenlral Intelligence

SUBJECT ¢ Suitable Teonice for Comparative Evaluations

1. I cam suggest no chonge ia tiae Director?s memorandum to
the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, I wvould urge however that, ameong
the tonics therein listed, Topie d., Alr Defemse Weapons Systemes, should
be eonsidered as one of the carliest to ~eeceive attention. I am mnot con-
vineed that 2 comparative estimate of Sirategic Bomber Attack Capabilities
will be enormouvaly veluable and quite a let of attention has been fecused
in the last several monthe on comporative capabilities of ICBMs. My
belicf is that o cemparative cetimate of Alr Defense Weapone Systems
would reveal gross deficiencies om our 3ide which can readily be remedied
and which should receive attention.

2. 1 cencur with all of the comments in Mr, Komer's covering
memorandum to the Directo®,

STAT

RICHARD M, BISSELL, JR97
Speelal Asgistant to the Director

ce: Mr, Komer (O/DDI) for Plenning and Development
Attochmerntas .
TS-165053 W -
TS-165052
TS=165044 f Lo L sse
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TS-1658054
Cepy / of &
Yfhen Detachcd from Enclosures
ZE2SECRET Toast as . JECRET . ___
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